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Helpful Tips for Leading Bible Studies 
Leading Bible studies, especially on a college campus is something that is rarely taught in a 
classroom setting. Often, leaders are raised up and thrown into leadership over Bible studies 
without given warning about some of the challenges that they will face, pressures they will 
have to overcome, or joys that they will experience. The tips that I will share below come as a 
product of my own failures/experiences as well as the observation of countless Bible studies. 
These tips are not exhaustive in the slightest and are merely meant to be helpful.  

1. Be Clear About Your Intended Purpose

While this may seem like a silly statement it is one that is worth noting. What is it that you 
intend for this particular Bible study? Sit down with a group of people, maybe even a Pastor 
and think about specifically what you want people to get out of their time at this Bible study. 
When issues or discouragement arise you can always go back to this purpose as a way of 
refocusing. 

2. Who Do You Want to Reach?

Think about the particular demographic you want to reach. If there is a certain gender or ethnic 
group that you want to reach then maybe consider marketing in a way that is meaningful to 
that particular group. Consider biblical topics that are relevant to that group and will cause 
them to grow in Christ. If you want a diverse group of people then explicitly say that. Explicitly 
search out the Scriptures in the original context. (Plenty of diversity.) 

3. What Type Of Study Do You Want?

Do you want it to be a lecture-style with one person talking the entire time? Do you want it to be 
a question and answer? A mix of the two? Be very clear about what type of study you want to 
have. Some people enjoy what is called a manuscript study of the Bible where you take a 
passage and you print it out with no headings or verse numbers. You then make observations 
on that passage without any outside help. It is a very great way to study the Bible together 
because you are just using context clues to figure out, for example, what is the main point of 
this particular passage.  

4. Don’t Let Interruptions Hinder You

This is a mistake I made often in my earlier years of leading Bible studies. I had a few people 
who used to come just to antagonize me or cause disruptions. I was too intimidated to bring 
an end to the chaos. Another thing to be wary of is people who tend to talk a lot either when 
they 
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are asking a question or sharing an insight. These people can suck the life out of a 
discussion-based group. The group morale will sink as people suffer under the weight of these 
few who get all of the talk time. There is a way to encourage the talkative but also move on to 
others who may have questions or insights.  

5. Don’t Be Discouraged  
 

At some point, discouragement can begin to set in when leading a Bible study...or for any group. 
Dwindling numbers, group dynamics, or life pressures can lead to discouragement over time. 
During these times feel free to reach out to other pastors, leaders, or friends for some 
much-needed encouragement.  
 

6. Switch It Up 
 
If you are noticing a bit of staleness creeping into your group please don’t keep doing things the 
same way. Feel free to experiment with the format or the location. Some much-needed 
experimentation could lead to freshness and greater group engagement as people react to new 
stimuli.  
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