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CHAPTER ONE

What it reveals about Jesus:

Jesus is uncreated. 
Jesus is God. 
Before His name was Jesus, it was ‘the Word’. 
The Holy Spirit remained on Him. 
Jesus is the Lamb of God. 

Key Words and Characters:

“Elijah”- prophet to Israel during the reign of Jewish King Ahab. He performed many mighty 
miracles and was taken to heaven in a chariot in front of his predecessor Elisha. In the book of 
Malachi God promises that He will again send Elijah as witness and to testify before the coming of 
the Lord. 

“The Prophet”- in the book of Exodus, Moses tells the people of Israel that there will one day come 
another prophet that would ultimately deliver the people of Israel and they should heed and follow 
that prophet. (Deut.18:15-18)

“Pharisees” – a religious sect within Judaism who were very concerned and meticulous concerning 
the Hebrew law and Scriptures. They were a social and political party who esteemed for their ability 
to understand and enforce the law. The name Pharisee in its Hebrew form means separatists, or the 
separated ones. They were also known as Chasidim, which means loyal to God, or loved of God. 

Key Themes:

“the Voice”- John the Baptist identifies himself as ‘the voice’ in Isaiah 40. In that chapter of 
scripture, God (Yahweh) says that he will send a messenger before His face who would prepare the 
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way for Him. During the time of this messenger God would bring comfort to His people. God’s 
messenger would be like a voice in the wilderness preparing the way of the Lord.  (see Isaiah 40: 
3-9)

“the Lamb of God”- Israel’s history with God began in large part at the Passover and Exodus from 
Egypt. God required His people to slay a lamb and place the blood on the entrance of their home. 
This was a sign that they believed God’s word and it kept the angel of death at bay. When death 
came to the door and saw the blood, death passed over and the occupants were spared and brought 
out of captivity. From that moment on, God required Israel to remember that day by sacrificing a 
lamb as a symbol of the removal and forgiveness of sin so as to avoid the death of which they 
deserved. This sacrament was always meant to point to a more permanent sacrifice to come in 
which God would provide a perfect lamb to satisfy His wrath eternally. 

“Messiah”- Israel was promised that one day an anointed King would come and deliver them from 
their enemies and bring a kingdom of everlasting righteousness. This king would be the savior and 
deliverer of the nation of Israel and He would rule like King David did in Jerusalem. The Messiah or 
Christ would be God’s anointed and chosen servant forever. 

Definitions: 

Begotten-

Disciple- 

Key Questions: 

What is significant about words? What do they do? Why are they important? Why do you 
think Jesus is called the Word of God? 

How many times do you see the word believe? What does it mean to believe? 
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CHAPTER TWO:
What it reveals about Jesus:

Jesus is a Bridegroom.
Jesus has miraculous power.
Jesus has zeal for God’s house.
Jesus knows everything, even hidden things. 

Key Themes:

“The Temple” – the Jewish temple was the center of religious life. It was located in Jerusalem at the top 
of a mountain. This was known to be God’s house and the place where His presence dwelt. It was the 
locale of sacrifice and night and day worship. Every year certain Jewish feasts and festivals were held in 
the city and centered on the worship at the Holy Temple. The temple was the meeting place of God and 
man and it is where God’s glory rested. It was beautifully designed and was said to be the most beautiful 
place on earth.  Kind Solomon, David’s son built the first temple…it was destroyed by Babylon in the sixth 
century and rebuilt under the leadership of Ezra and Nehemiah. King Herod the Great made massive 
renovations to the Temple and thus this new temple was drastically different than the first. This is where 
we get the phrase “Second Temple Period”.  Herod built the Great the temple of Jesus’ day; the Romans 
destroyed it in 70 AD. The only thing that remains of Herod’s Temple is the western wall, which is still in 
Jerusalem today. 

“Marriage Wine”- it was the typical job of a bridegroom to provide the best wine at the wedding for all the 
guest to enjoy. Jesus begins His public ministry with a massive statement: I AM A HUSBAND. Ancient 
Jewish tradition point to this fact because He provides wine at the wedding in Cana and one of the guests 
stands up to commend the bridegroom on His wine selection. Only a few people knew that Jesus was the 
real supplier of the marriage wine. God had always treated His covenant relationship with Israel as that of 
a husband and wife.  When Jesus performs this miracle as the first of His ministry, He is declaring His 
identity as the bridegroom God of Israel come in the flesh. 

Key Questions:

Why does Jesus want people to know that He is a husband so early in His ministry?

Why was Jesus so angry about what was happening at the Temple?

STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF JOHN FALL 2014



STUDIES IN THE BOOK OF JOHN 1-8
TAMICE HASTY EMORY SMALL GROUPS- 2014
______________________________________________________________________

    

CHAPTER THREE

What it reveals about Jesus

Jesus is the Son of Man
Jesus is a Rabbi/Teacher from God
Jesus came down from Heaven.
Jesus is a bridegroom and John is His best man
Jesus is God’s Son
Jesus is the Savior of the world.
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Key Themes

“Son of Man”- the Son of Man is mentioned in Daniel 7. He is the divine future ruler of the nations and 

He will reign and ruler an everlasting kingdom forever in partnership with the saints. See Daniel 7.

“Moses and the Serpent”- Because of the wickedness and complaining of the children of Israel in the 

wilderness, God sent fiery serpents to bite them. In the midst of this judgment God had Moses lift up His 

staff and whoever looked up to the staff, was not harmed by the bites. See Numbers 21.

“Water and Spirit” Water cleanses and purifies. This is symbolized by baptism. The Spirit of God is the 

Person of the trinity that “regenerates’ us and makes dead things come to life. 

Key Questions:
Why did God send His son into the world? What did He send Him to do?

Why do people reject Jesus? What does Jesus say is the result of rejecting Him?

CHAPTER FOUR

What it reveals about Jesus:

Jesus is human (he gets tired)
Jesus is the promised Messiah
Jesus is a prophet
Jesus honors women

 Key Themes:

“Samaritans” Samaritans we considered “half breeds”. They were mixed race peoples formed after 
Israels captivity. When certain Jews stayed behind rather than joining the group to rebuild the temple the 
intermingled, married and had children with gentiles. They developed a spin-off religion of Judaism with 
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their own temple and order of worship. This made them “unclean” to those in Israel and they strictly 
judged and avoided them. 

“Messiah” While King David reigned in Jerusalem, God promised that he would have a descendent that 
would come from his family line that would rule in Jerusalem forever in the same worshipful as David. He 
would conquer Israel’s enemies and bring in everlasting righteousness. 

“Sixth Hour” about 12 o’clock noon the hottest part of the day.  This was not the usual time for women to 
resort to the wells to draw water, which is why the narrative perhaps points it out. It suggests an unusual 
hour, as it speaks of only one woman there. The implication here is that this woman was probably 
shameful and shunned by the other women in her town. 

Key Questions:

How does it make you feel that the Father is seeking worshippers?

What do you think it means to worship in spirit and in truth?

In v.34 what does Jesus state is His purpose in life? Why does He refer to this purpose as “food”.

What is your “food” in life?

CHAPTER FIVE

What it reveals about Jesus:

Jesus is equal with God
Jesus is a healer
Jesus does the same works as God (the Father)
Jesus deserves the same honor as God

Key Themes:

“Sabbath” Because God rested on the 7th day of creation and said that day was holy. He commanded 
that the children of Israel do the same. They were to set aside a day on which no work was to be done 
and they were to trust the Lord for provision in the midst of resting and enjoying Him. It was a holy day of 
the week. 

Key Questions:

What would it look like for you to have a day upon which you enjoy God’s work on your behalf and 
trust Him for productivity and provision in your life?
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CHAPTER SIX

What it reveals about Jesus:

Jesus is the Bread of Life
Jesus originated in heaven
Jesus came down from heaven

Key Themes:

“Manna From Heaven”- See Exodus 16

“Synagogue” was a building set apart for the reading the scriptures outloud and expound upon them.

CHAPTER SEVEN

What it reveals about Jesus:

Jesus has siblings
Jesus was misunderstood
Jesus is the faithful and true witness 
Jesus is patient
Jesus is obedient to the Father’s timing

Key Themes:

“The Dispersion”- this speaks of Jewish who were scattered abroad and not living in Jerusalem. 

“The Feast of Tabernacles” this was a commemorative feast to remember God’s faithfulness in the 
wilderness when Israel lived in little portable tents. 

“The Law”- the Law refers to all the writings of Moses, which would be the first five books of the law.

“the Circumcision” When God made covenant with Abraham, the circumcision was the outward physical 
sign of belong to and believing in God. This would have set them apart from all the other nations. 

Key Questions:
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In verse 5 it says that even Jesus’ own brothers did not believe in Him. Are there areas where you 
feel misunderstood by those closest to you? 

Jesus did not let this stop Him, He was not held back or pressured by what people thought of Him 
(even His family). Are there areas where you feel held back or pressured by the opinion of others? 

Jesus says that those who believe would receive the Holy Spirit and that they would experience 
the Holy Spirit within as rivers of living water. Have you ever had this experience, if so when? Tell 
your story…

CHAPTER EIGHT

What it reveals about Jesus:

Jesus is the Light of the World
Jesus is a defender
Jesus is the I AM

Key Themes:

“Abraham” The Father of the faith and of the nation of Israel. He was the first person to be in covenant 
with God. God promised him a son, the land and descendant as numerous as the seas. Though it 
seemed impossible, Abraham believed God was able and it was counted to Him as righteousness. God 
promised to bless Abraham and the nations that blessed him back. 

Key Questions:

Jesus ignored the accusations and got down in the dirt with the woman who was caught in the act 
of adultery. He gets on her level and defends her there and raises her up to where He is. How does 
it make you feel to know that Jesus does not stand above and condemn, but rather stoops low to 
lift up? Where do you need Jesus to meet you today and raise you up?

Jesus makes a claim that He existed before Abraham, what is He implying?
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